ir Colin had undertaken the relief of Lucknow
between five and six thousand men of all
arms, about a fifth of whom were now employed in
keeping open his communications at the Alambagh
and the Dilkusha, To extricate the garrison and the
non-combatants he had little over four thousand men
against the enemy's thirty, forty, or fifty thousand.
His line of retreat to the Dilkusha, which was four
and a half miles long, must be secured by a chain of
posts on either side, and sheltered if possible from
the fire of the enemy in the Kaisarbagh and across
the river. A successful attack on his rear during
evacuation might spell complete disaster.
On the 18th November a breaching fire was
opened on the walls of the Kaisarbagh from the guns
in the Residency advanced posts and from Peel's
24-pounders, which had been placed in batter}- on
the west side of the Moti Mahal. A flying sap, or
covered way, was made between the steam-engine
house and Martin's house, near the Moti Mahal;
short cuts were opened up through the buildings;
and screens were fitted at exposed corners so that
though the passers-by were within range of the
enemy they could not be seen. Guns were posted at
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